Life threatening acute epiglottitis in acute leukemia.
We report an 8-year-old boy who developed a life-threatening acute epiglottitis during induction chemotherapy for acute promyelocytic leukemia. He survived the infection with emergency tracheostomy, treatment with broad spectrum antibiotics and amphotericin, and the use of granulocyte-macrophage colony stimulating factor. No organism was identified. A literature review identified 18 cases of acute epiglottitis in cancer patients. Sixteen of them were suffering from hematologic malignancies and three patients had received bone marrow transplantation. Unlike the usual case of epiglottitis, the majority (15 out of 18) of affected patients were adults and none of the infections was associated with Haemophilus influenzae. Streptococcus pneumoniae and Candida albicans were the most frequently identified pathogens. Early recognition and aggressive supportive care are required for successful management.